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When I was standing in the Wanna House Orphanage in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in July of
2004, it was very small, rather gloomy and full of children who were staring at us as the new visitors.
Most of these little ones wondered who these new people were.   Are they my mommy and daddy?  Is
someone finally coming for me?

 The continual, monotonous sound of crying was all that I could hear.  As I stood holding our
new baby for the first time and only being able to hear crying, I suddenly realized what we were doing
there.  God had opened my eyes and showed me all over again what He had done for me and for all
who know Him personally.   As love took us 8,000 miles away from home to Africa, so love took
Jesus from Heaven to the cross.

So many thoughts began to fill my mind of the similarities of our adoption and the adoption
work that happened 2,000 years ago at the cross.  Our little Joshua had absolutely no idea that he was
in such a desperate place.  He did not realize that he was abandoned, alone, malnourished and starving
for true love and security.  He also had no idea of the work, time, money, sacrifice, tears, prayers,
paperwork and red tape that we had gone through to bring this little guy into our family.  Joshua did
not understand that he had been scooped up from the dirt as a little baby left out in the elements to die.
He could not yet possibly understand all of the preparations that we had done to get ready for him to
become part of our family.   His bedroom had to be made ready, clothes purchased and washed…..a
car seat, stroller, travel itineraries, passports, shots, packing suitcases…..making sure that everything
was now ready because the time had finally come.

What about the questions of many people?  He’s abandoned….do you know anything about
his birth parents?  What if he comes with “baggage” from his birth parents?   What about his health,
are you guaranteed that he is healthy?  Why do you want to do this---you have two beautiful daughters
already?   What about the cost…it costs so much?

Yet God had a plan in mind to save this little guy and spare his life.

As I stood there realizing all of those things, I became very humbled because it became very
clear to me at that moment that God did all of those exact things and so much more and to such a
deeper extent to adopt me when I was 16.  You see, if we do not have Jesus we are really orphans
without much life.  “He who has the Son (Jesus) has life. He who does not have the Son does not have
life.” (1 John 5:12)

Just as Joshua was clueless of what a desperate situation he was really in, so was I before I
received Jesus into my life. (Ephesians 2:1-3)   I used to think that being a “good person” was
important and that because I thought I was “good” I would go to heaven when I died.   (Romans 3:23)
I really did not understand that no matter what I did I would never be “good enough” to go to heaven.
And as I look back on my definition of “good,” it is amazing because I was involved in many very
wrong things that most people did not know about, yet was deceived into thinking I was “good.”

Joshua could have never gotten himself out of that orphanage.  He was stuck there not really
ever belonging to anybody until someone actually came, rescued him, and did all of the things
required by the law to get him out of there.  He could not somehow work his way through the
government red tape to deliver himself from that system.  He needed a rescue….someone to set him
free from the desperate, often hopeless life in an orphanage.  He needed someone to do all of the work
for him, so that he could just rest in the arms of the rescuer.
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          The same is true with me.  I needed a rescuer.  At 16, I realized that I could not rescue myself
from struggles and sin and be good enough to stand face to face before God someday.  Someone told
me that there was only one way that I could be pure enough to stand before God.  Just like Joshua, I
needed a Rescuer…Someone Who had done all of the things necessary to pay the debt that I owed for
my sin.  In addition, I had begun to understand that my sin was a debt that I could not pay.  The Old
Testament Law of God required that the blood of animals such as lambs, goats, or pigeons must be
shed as a payment for sin so that there could be forgiveness of sins.

 So I learned on a particular day in July 1984, that someone did shed blood in order to pay for
my sin.  I learned that I needed to trust the work of this Rescuer; Whose Name is Jesus Christ, the
Lamb of God, and rest in His work done on the cross for my sins. (Romans 6:23)

 That day, I put my trust in Jesus Christ and His work done on the cross on my behalf.
(Ephesians 2:9 & 10)  At that moment, I became adopted through Jesus Christ, as God’s daughter.
Ephesians 1:5 says, “In love, God predestined us to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with His pleasure and will.”

Joshua could not satisfy the demands of the laws to become our son.  We had to take the
initiative and do it all.  He did not “do anything” to earn or deserve our love.  We just loved him.  We
wanted him to be our son, so we did whatever it took to make him our son.

So, too, God wanted us to be His sons and daughters through Christ and He took the initiative
to do everything necessary.  Jesus left heaven at just the perfect time and came to earth----He packed
His “travel bags” only He left all of His glory behind to become like us and walk among us.    He had
to make major sacrifices to adopt us.  The “fees” He had to pay cost Him everything-----His very life.
I wonder what the angels thought of Jesus, the King of Kings, going to rescue a bunch of people with
“baggage” and problems and bring them into His Home to live with Him for eternity.   We did not do
anything to earn Jesus’ love.  He is Love and because of this love, He opened His life and Eternal
Home to us.

Just as we prepared a room for Joshua because through this adoption he would become our
forever son, so Jesus is preparing a place for those He has adopted. (John 14:2 & 3).  Just like Joshua,
I do not really understand what desperation and hopelessness that Jesus has saved me from by
adopting me.  But, because Jesus calls me His own, I am forever secure.

Tears came to my eyes as I took Joshua for the first time out of the orphanage……..I humbly
realized that the “rescue” that God called us to do was simply a picture of the Rescue He had done in
my life almost 20 years earlier.

As Joshua has been in our home for over 6 months now, he has become accustomed to our
voices and touch.  He responds to us and us to him.  He has so much to learn and someday he will
begin to have an understanding of how far love took us so that he could be a part of our family.  And
isn’t that just like us…we come to Jesus and hopefully we come to learn to recognize His Voice and
respond to Him.  Then, as we continue on, we begin to realize more and more profoundly, how far
LOVE took HIM to RESCUE us and make us a part of HIS family.

Mike and Dede Wielhouwer live in Grand Rapids, Michigan and have two biological children (Grace and
Cassie) in addition to Joshua.  They are currently working with CAFA on their second adoption of a little
orphaned boy named Caleb from Wanna House Orphanage in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and hope to bring him
home in May of 2005.


